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Too Fast for Conditions
Driving too fast for conditions is defined as traveling at a speed that is greater than a reasonable standard for safe driving. Examples of conditions where drivers may find themselves driving too fast include:
wet roadways, reduced visibility, uneven roads, construction zones, school zones, curves, intersections,
gravel roads and heavy traffic. Listed below are some tips that will help you maintain a safe speed for
various driving conditions.
Reduce your driving speed in adverse road/weather conditions:
Adjust your speed to safely match weather conditions, road conditions, visibility and traffic. Excessive
speed is a major cause of fatal crashes and higher speeds may cause more severe crashes. You should reduce your speed by 1/3 on wet roads and by 1/2 or more on snow packed roads. When you come upon slick,
icy roads you should drive slowly and cautiously and pull off the road if you can no longer safely control
the vehicle.
Enter a Curve Slowly
Speed limits posted on curve warning signs are intended for passenger vehicles, not large trucks. Large
trucks should reduce their speed even further. Large trucks entering a curve, even at the posted speed
limit, have lost control and rolled over due to their center of gravity. Braking in a curve can cause the
wheels to lock up and the vehicle to skid.
Reduce your Speed Before Entering an Exit/Entrance Ramp
Approach an exit/entrance ramp at a safe speed. Truck rollovers are more likely to occur on exit/entrance ramps when the driver misjudges the sharpness of the curve and enters the curve at an excessive speed. Even though ramps and interchanges make up less than 5% of all highway miles, 20 to 30%
of all large truck crashes occur on or near ramps.
Drive Slowly with a Loaded Trailer
Be more cautious with a loaded trailer. Loaded trailers have a higher center of gravity and sudden speed
adjustment may cause the load to shift, leading to skidding or a rollover. Large trucks with fully loaded
trailers are 10 times more likely to roll over than those with empty trailers. Loaded trailers require 20 to
40% more braking than passenger vehicles to come to a complete stop.
Slow Down in Work Zones
Before entering a work zone, decrease your speed, merge into the correct lane well ahead of any lane
closures, and be prepared to slow down or stop suddenly. Speed increases perception-reaction distance,
braking distance and stopping distance.
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Mother’s Day in the Beginning
The day has long been associated with mothers and family.
For centuries it was custom for people to return home to
their ‘mother’ church on Laetare Sunday – the middle of
Lent. Those who did so were said to have gone ‘amothering’.
The day often turned into a family reunion and a chance for
children working away from home – often young domestic
servants - to spend time with their mothers. Many used to
pick flowers from the verges along the way to leave in the
church or hand to their mothers when they got home. But it
was American social activist Anna Jarvis (1864-1948) from
Philadelphia who lobbied the government for an official day
to honour mothers in the US, and is regarded as the
"Mother of Mother's Day". She dedicated her life to the
cause after swearing she would do so after her mother's
death. However, over the years Jarvis became increasingly
concerned at the commercialisation of the day, saying "I
wanted it to be a day of sentiment, not profit." She also
didn't like the selling of flowers and the use of greetings
cards which she described as "a poor excuse for the letter
you are too lazy to write".
The day took off in Britain when vicar's daughter Constance Smith was inspired by a 1913 newspaper report of
Jarvis' campaign and began a push for the day to be officially marked in England.
Smith, of Coddington, Nottinghamshire, founded the Mothering Sunday Movement and even wrote a booklet The Revival of Mothering Sunday in 1920. Interestingly, neither
Smith nor Jarvis became mother’s themselves. By 1938
Mothering Sunday had become a popular celebration with
Boy Scouts, Girl Guides and various parishes across Britain
marking the day and communities adopting the imported
traditions of American and Canadian soldiers during the
war. By the 1950s it was being celebrated throughout Britain and businesses realised the commercial opportunities.
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Fun Facts
* The Sahara desert expands at about 1km
per month.
* The names of the continents all end with
the same letter with which they start, excluding the North and South in front of
America.
* The state with the longest coastline in
the Continental U.S. is Michigan.

Top 5 Vehicle Maintenance Violations
Vehicle maintenance violations are a huge threat to a carrier’s safety record. There are close to 200 separate violations on FMCSA’s list of point-carrying infractions, and
many carry ratings of 5 points or higher. Obviously, some
are more common than others, but for a roadside inspector, finding violations on a commercial vehicle is like shooting fish in a barrel. It depends on how diligent they are and
how badly they want to write up a driver, said Annette

* The city of Houston, Texas is built on a

Sandberg, former FMCSA administrator and now CEO of a

swamp and is slowly sinking.

safety consulting firm called TransSafe.

* The average iceberg weighs 20,000,000

The Vehicle Maintenance BASIC is also one of the hardest

tons.
* Mexico City is built on top of an underground reservoir.
* More than 25% of the world’s forests
are in Siberia.
* Europe is the only continent without a
desert.
* Check your map! Virginia extends farther
west than West Virginia.
* It snows more in the Grand Canyon than
it does in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
* Israel’s Dead Sea is 1,312 feet below sea
level.

areas for carriers to improve because of the frequency of
the violations and relative ease at finding them. It’s one
where carriers can use all the help they can get.
1. Inoperative required lamps. Non-working headlamps,
taillamps and turn signals.
2. No or defective lighting. Missing or defective lighting
such as retro-reflective striping or projecting lighting such
as rotating beacons on oversize loads.
3. Inspection/repair and maintenance, parts and accessories. Defects discovered by an inspector but not noted
on the driver vehicle inspection report (DVIR).
4. Tire tread depth less than 2/32 inch. Fleets normally
take three tread depth measurements around a tire and

* Connecticut and Rhode Island never rati-

average them out for tire wear analysis, but DOT inspec-

fied the 18th Amendment (Prohibition).

tors can cite a tire with any single spot worn to less than

* The Dallas/Ft. Worth airport is larger

2/32, which could include flat-spotted areas.

than New York City’s Manhattan Island.

5. Oil and/or grease leak. This one is self-explanatory
and illustrative of the challenge that fleets have in keeping

In the Truck—ALL the Time

the Vehicle Maintenance BASIC clean.

√ Your Medical Card & Long Form
√Your CDL

√Accident Kit

√ A Logbook

√ Hard Hat

√ Permit Book

√ Safety Vest

√Accident Kit

√ Fire Extinguisher
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National Roadcheck for 2017
Special Emphasis on Cargo Securement
The Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance’s (CVSA) 30th annual International Roadcheck will take place June
6-8, 2017. Over a 72-hour period, CVSA-certified commercial motor vehicle inspectors in jurisdictions
throughout North America will conduct inspections of commercial motor vehicles and their drivers.
Each year, International Roadcheck places special emphasis on a category of violations. This year’s focus is
cargo securement. While checking for compliance with safe cargo securement regulations is always part of
roadside inspections, CVSA is highlighting cargo securement safety this year as a reminder of its importance
to highway safety.
Inspectors will primarily be conducting the North American Standard Level I Inspection, which is the most
thorough roadside inspection. It is a 37-step procedure that includes an examination of both driver operating requirements and vehicle mechanical fitness. Drivers are required to provide items such as their driver’s
license, hours-of-service documentation, motor carrier registration and shipping documentation, and inspectors will be checking drivers for seat belt usage and the influence of alcohol and/or drugs. The vehicle inspection includes checking items such as the brake systems, cargo securement, coupling devices,
driveline/driveshaft, exhaust systems, frames, fuel systems, lighting devices (required lamps), steering
mechanisms, suspensions, tires, van and open-top trailer bodies, wheels, rims and hubs, windshield wipers,
and emergency exits (on buses).
International Roadcheck is the largest targeted enforcement program on commercial motor vehicles in the
world, with nearly 17 trucks or buses inspected, on average, every minute in Canada, the United States and
Mexico during a 72-hour period. Since its inception, more than 1.5 million roadside inspections have been
conducted during International Roadcheck campaigns.
International Roadcheck is a CVSA program with participation by the U.S. Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, Canadian Council of Motor Transport Administrators, Transport Canada, and the Secretariat of
Communications and Transportation (Mexico).

Facebook
Check us out on Facebook, there are pictures and we have alot
of good and informative postings. You can also Email pictures
of your trucks to Amy and they might get posted:
aashey@indianrivertransport.com
Go to our Page and Like us and then encourage your friends to
Like us. This is what our picture looks like on Facebook:

“Wuzzle”
Answer
Put two and two Together.

